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b ro ke n p | eces My prayer is that light will flood your hearts. And that
- you will understand the hope that was given when God
By: Mary Williams [Matthew 6:22 chose you.]
Your eyes are God heard my calling out to him.
like windows He saw my suffering and brought me out from the valley
for the body. of molestation and held me in his arms.

When they are He scooped me up from the valley of rape and dried my
good you have tears. He placed his finger on my heart and took away

the light you the pain.
need. He held me close to his bosom and shared the joy.
But when your He reached down into the pit of darkness and pulled me
eyes are bad, up to where there is light.
everything is To God be the glory.

dark. Now you may be wondering 6
If the lightin- My answer is that this is my Gift to God so that others

side of you is can see how he has set me free.
dark, you are | am no longer a victim of darkness.
surely in the dark.] To God Be the glory.
| was in the dark; God showed me a vision of two thrones:
the deep end of darkness One sat high at the end of a long, long road;

a darkness that was forced upon me as a little girl The other sat low at the end of a short road.
and overshadowed me well into my adult life. He asked me which one would you rather sit under. |

My soul was dark and void. chose the higher one.

| was emotionally and physically controlled by darkness. [Isaiah 42:9
I didnét know whbe lGoldd ,watshe f or mer t hir

But through all that pain | called out his name. A soft voice said look on the phone directory under

[Ephesians 1:18 churches.
Paul 0s Pr ayer continued on page 5

Lord our Lord

how exeellent Lo thy name
in all the earth!

PSALM 8:9 | BELIEVERS4EVER
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corner

he chances are that by now the
at movie theaters around the country. If you did not get the op
nity to see it before it left the theaters, | hope you will be able to purchase it
when it is available on DVD or rent it through Redbox or any other servicg pro-
vider.

Pat and | knew when we first heard about the movie that we would make it our business to see |t as so
as humanly possible. So on Friday evening, January 16, we went to see the movie.
I hope that the movie did the same for othgqrs
Rights Movement that it did for me and for Pat. Both of us confessed that the movie ignited the mgmory c
listening to the news reports of two of the events that were portrayed in the movie. The first was the foombir
of the 16 Street Baptist_ Church in Birmingham,
Alabama on September 1963. That church bomp-
ing took the lives of three fou teenyearold girls, Cynthig
Wesley, Carole Robertson, a Addie May Collins and on
elevenyearold girl, Denise McNair.

At the time, | was fourtee years old and Pat was nipe
years old. While the death persons so young is rather
common place these days, s deaths were terribly uncor
mon in those days.

The second was the mer
enforcement officers of Africa ,
tempting to register to vote S~ 1965 in Montgomery, Al
bama. The day is known g&aramountPictures ABl oody Sundayo®g
this event that served as the inspiration which gave birth to the movie and, to my way of thinking, it cgptures
piece of the heart, the soul, and the spirit of the Civil Rights Movement.

As | thought about the movie, | felt a sense of sadness. The reason for my sadness is the fact that there
those among us who seem to have little or no awareness of or appreciation for the importance of|the Ci
Rights movement in our lives. There are those who seem to have no desire to know about this piece pf our t
tory as if it does not matter. There are also those who feel that our nation has moved beyond rgcism &
prejudice and we need to leave the past in the past.

The truth is we are not beyond what happened then and obviously such events are not just in the|past. ~
recent occurrences of police brutality and jysti
a long way to go. When the first Africaskmerican President is not given the same respect as any prgvious
president and when a man selling single cigarettes on a street corner is choked to death for doing s¢, we h
not yet fully over come.

| urge even now, if you have not done so, make the effort to see the movie. If necessary, buy it 1nd ma
it a part of your movie collection. It is a piece of our history that reveals a people of courage and chgracter,
people of hope and determination, a people of love and faith in God.

The movie gives us a good sense of the price that has been paid for you and me to be able to exercise
God-given right to vote and to fully participate in the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit ¢f hap-
piness.
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less beating by local |
Americans who were af-




dfree’;”

at The City Temple of Baltimore (Baptist)

Dfree® is "living debt free;" a lifestyle that promotes discovering more about yourself than you do
about money. Dr. DeForest B. Soaries, Jr. set out to help people address and conquer the greatest barrier
to stressfree living and wealth creation: personal debt.He further considers thedfree® lifestyle an
evangelistic tool; a lifestyle adjustment. Training for that lifestyle involves 12 Weeks (or 12 steps) of
guided instruction. Dfree® further stands for freedom to make deposits, earn dividends and possess
deeds that represent ownership.

Thedfree® Lifestyle Campaign is based on the following biblical values:

ROMANS 138 O, AO 11 AAAO OAI AE1T 1 OOOOAT AET Ch A®
ITOA TTA ATT OEAO86 . ) 6

PROVERBS22:7 O4EA OEAE OOGI A 1 6AO OEA bpii Oh ATA
OEA 1 AT AAO86 . ) 6

LUKE 14:28 O30DPDPT OA TTA 1T &£ UI O xA1 60 O61 AOBEI A
Al x1T AT A AOOEI AGA OEA Ai 0686 . ) 6

The three principles ofdfree® are:
1. No debt

2. No delinquencies

3. No deficits

To date, this program has already launched in numerous AfricaAmerican churches across the U.S. with
the goal to help 125,000 people pay off $1 billion in debt. Th&ree® Lifestyle Campaign here at City
Temple was launched in March 2014, under the sponsorship of The City Temple Development Corpora-
tion (CTDC), with 14 registered participants. Since the launch, two training sessions have completed
with 12 graduates.

Training sessions scheduled for 2015 are:

1 Saturdays March 7, 2015May 30, 2015 9:30am-11:00 a.m.
1 Tuesdays June 3, 2018July 27 2015 6:30pm-8:30 p.m.
1 Saturdays August 28, 2015November 21, 2015 9:30am-11:00 a.m.

To register for training sessions, please leave a message on the registration lidd@-633-8932), visit
our web page (vww.dfreebaltimore.org), or see Deacon Willie Simmons and Bobbie Jean Hargrove.

Our team consists of several roleg Program Administrators (Willie Simmons, Bobbie Jean Hargrove);
Trainers (Marlene Jones, LaNette Davis, Chianti Jackson Harpool, Alan James); Champion (Adrian Har-
pool); Ambassador (LaNette Davis). The program is currently recruiting trainers and technical assis-
tants.


http://www.dfreebaltimore.org

Cross Pointe Worship Team rocks out during a perform-
ance. Photo courtesy of Cross Pointe Church.

(RNS) James Merritt spent years as senior pastor@and speci al events, o0 said
Atlanta-area megachurch that featured a mighty chairT h a t takes staff, an orc
Then he changed his tune. That costs money. When we were starting up in 2003,

At 50, he left First Baptist Church Snellville to plantage decided we would be better stewards not to invest
new churchd 200 people in a rented space ata higm t hat . o

school 12 miles away focused on reachinga yourghi | osophi cal l vy, sai d Mer
generation. ture was headed. The younger generation doesn't
There was and is no choir. And that puts Merrittsayir avi t at e toward choirs. o
rent congregation,Cross Pointe Churghright on Today, Cross Pointe, with nearly 2,800 people in
trend. weekend worship, is fAa- ver
The newly released National Congregationdr i ven church, 0 serving &
Study finds church choirs are on the downbeattional congregation at two campuses.

white Protestant churches across the theological splerritt's reasoning mirrors that of experts who see
trum. choirs shrinking, if not falling silent.

Choirs stand strong in black Protestant congregati®esple are reluctant to perform.

where 90 percent of regular attendees say theré&ary Preus, choir director @ur Saviour's Lutheran
choir at the main service. The same is true for thre€linrchin Minneapolis, blames “our culture of per-
four (76 percent) Catholic worshippers. formance and expertise. We don't sing anywhere else
But among white conservative evangelicals, onlyid®ur lives the way we once did. | grew up singing in
percent of worshippers say they hear a choir at Beme, in school and church every week. Now, people
vices, down from 63 percent 14 years ago. think they are not good enough to sing," she said.

For those who attend liberal or moderate ProtesRedple move.

congregations, there's a similar slide to 50 percerAlan Purdum, minister of music farowland Com-

2012, down from 78 percent in 1998. munity Churcime ar Youngstown, Ol
Sales for the music for choral anthems, slippedckoir survives because some of my friends and my
deeply four years ago that the United Methodist f e are in it. o On Sunda
Church's publishing arm, Abingdon Press, stoppésland a hired soprano sing for about 80 people at
buying new anthem music, said Mary Catherine Desaryices where, 40 years ago, a choir of 30 voices sang

associate publisher. to hundreds in the pews.

Merritt, a former president of the Southern Bapfiste recession was a blow.

Convention, i s qgui ck fidu ssiacy , i sildm ameta khatkicr
choirs."'o scarce in the (offering)
A lot of thought went into eliminating the choir aaid Terre Johnson, national chairman for music in
Cross Pointe. worship for theAmerican Choral Directors Associa-
APractically, i f a choition. i s going to be top shel

have to come at least one night a week and rehearBRidéen years ago, when Joey Lott became been di

least two hours. Then, a tghelf choir is going to

want to sing every service and do Christmas cantegatr of worship arts favlaples Memorial United
continued on page 6



http://www.crosspointechurch.com/
http://www.soc.duke.edu/natcong/wave_3.html
http://www.soc.duke.edu/natcong/wave_3.html
http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
http://howlandcommunity.oursafeserver.com/
http://howlandcommunity.oursafeserver.com/
http://acda.org/page.asp?page=aboutuspage
http://acda.org/page.asp?page=aboutuspage
http://www.mapleschurch.org/

broken pieces cont.

by: mary williams

continued from page 1 the vision that God was showinginds.
| found the number to City Temme . 0 Since my baptism, | have joingd
ple Baptist Church. | called and left a Two weeks later, Rev. Dr. Gradghe City Temple family. | have
message. The me &sYeagaen, J.abaptizedirite Thiserved on many different ministrieg. |
my name is Mary Viola Williams. Wwas the year 2001. am singing on several choirs. | am
am | ooking for a ddlook athme mavmyou wouldturrently attending Sunday School
| did not know at that time thdéave never known just how brokerfdr adult women.
pastor was traveling through the valsas. My transitioning has not come [to
ley of death mourning the loss of hi a stanestill. There are many mep-
daughter. : tors here at City Temple. | am grate-
Even though | [ GOd can hea]’ a fuh for Deacon Maelena Holman
call back, the Lord led me to thellllls)ele)stsle] hear't' whom | met during my very first fogt
church. There, | was greeted at th washing ceremony. While | was go-
front entrance by this little lady with But you need ing through my birthing pain, she
a great big personality by the na . . ministered to me day and night.
of Geraldine White. tO glV& Him To God be the Glory.
Now this usher is truly one of & 3 | am grateful for Deacon Henfy
kind. She made me feel as though al]‘ the plBCCS. Womack who allowed God to spdak
was a part of the congregation. through him to suggest that | rdad

As | entered the sanctuary, | [Trust i P L scripture during rehearsal time. He
a sense of relief. A force was pulling said, Aithe fact]| th:a
me toward the front. To God be the Glory. do it and let God use you, you will pe
Suddenl vy, a v 0 i lcam gragetuli titat my fedebnegrust f i ne. 0O
doors of 't he c¢ hhas shbwnane that thepveays.obthisTl lara grateful for the many posi-
voice call ed outworiddo medefmme whe | gmmastai Ve f peopl e herle.
to Christ. o person. to be among so many of you.

So | nervously walked down Romans 12:2 informs us that Now I know what it means to say
what seemed to be a long, long wallod has a plan for us. His wiltad To God be MayhGod Gl c
and gave myself to Christ. ward us is good and acceptable dnldss all who have heard or read |my

And | t hought pertect. nButs wel mustfirenew sdestinsony. Amen.

Ji\ /f = PUBLICATION DEADLINES
CONGRATLJE% FICONS. |, - T ; y
s AR e rticles for e Times are due no later

Submittec by Min. Patricia Yeardin _ than the 3rd Sunday before the month the
On February 15, the Baltimore Alumnae Chapterissue is published. The nexfimes will be

of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority awarded City Temple published on June 7, 2015
with a certificate of recognition for our ongoing comy- ’ '
mitment to community service.

The outreach efforts, which are supported by t eTHE TIMES OHINE OR I_'D’Y_MAIL ,
membership, continue to be a source of inspiration ancP€€ the latest and past issues dfhe Times
support throughout the Baltimore community. in color at http://www.thecitytemple.org/

City Temple, you are to be commended as we coniimes. The Times can be emailed to you.
tinue to strive to do as Christ has commanded by hglpE-mail times@thecitytemple.org to receive
ing those who are in need. your copy by email.
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March

Delores A. Boykins
Curtis Brown
Thelma Crosby
Ransom Dean
Kaliah Dinkins
Carolyn Gaskins
Jamie Griffin

Carl Hamiel

Gary Hamiel
Veida Harris
Lynda Henderson
Doris L. Hunter
Elaine Jackson
Tony Jones
Thomas Kwenah
Tyray Livingston
De'Arie Lovelist
Lillian Lyde
Norman Meredith
Ann Miller

Fraun Murdock
Gladys PalmeButler
Leslie Pittman

Rose Redding
Larry Revell
Robert Russell
Kendrick Tilghman
Lilly Traynham
Clarissa Woodson
April

Rosa Bar-

nes

Taylor

Blackburn
Patricia
Bonaparte
Jonathan

Brown

Beverly P. Clinton
Stacey Davis
Marshell Jenkins
Vicki Jennings
Krishna Johnson
Valerie Jones
Mark Kennedy
Malinda Mayfield
Gloria J. McClean

Jordan Richardson
Gerthenia Robinson
Daniel Smith
Shevon Taylor
Carole L. Tilghman
Diafie Tubah

Benita Whitaker
Bertha Wilder
Evelyn Wooley

May

Delores L. Allen
Devera Barnhill
Michael Baylor

Annie Brown
Violet Churn
Joann Dowery
Dora A. Gaskins
Briana Hamiel
Michelle Hudnall
Hugh Jackson
Quincy Jackson
Quinton Jackson
William Jackson, Jr.
John Johnson
Quentin Lee
Jewel Lewis
Shirley Lindsay
Gina Lovelist
Gwendolyn Patillo
Shannon Rice
James Ruffin
Catherine M. Spencer
Otelia Spivey
Toni Stanford
Ynette Stanley
Peggy Stewart
Danielle Tillman
Michael Williams

MANY CHURCH CHOIRS ARE DYINC.

continued from page 4

Guild of Organists.

Methodist Churchin Olive Branch, Miss., there wer@ Chur c he s

55 wvoices

n the

scent. From there, | am now down to about 25 pBaenther said.

pl e, o
Preus has
singingo

Lot t

sai d. Yet
spent

ar e

no

. 0 I t' s
t have

c hloti rmal ye abdee rtsh aatd awhta ta nids sfi an
decades hwdrrk ion g etpd afcreav ibwe cthloda r |
Our Savi o u gation in so8dy) id chiiee Billindsley worship pas- ¢ r ¢

struggling

c h oi r engagingnBut2h@ré'Sa reasor choral music is ealed
hit, | lost 15 members of my choir in six months. Théyt r adi t i onal
had to move elsewhere for work. That started therder s i ¢ may

been

choices for music and staging. Choir members dontosittor Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg,

or stand in a special spot. They don't wear spée¢al and artist in residence at Liberty University.

cl othes or robes, said fiPNeeuasr.e fiiTmeyhpustges todndc hu
ever they are in the pethese s@artups are snmall Bui | see even some of these
And because traditional choral music can be challestgsrches will throw up some risers and have 20, 30,
ing for even the most talented of singers, she takés peopl e sing, 0 he said.
time to hunt down more accessible music, often drdlvemas Road, founded by the late Jerry Falwell, has
ing on music from Africa and Latin America. ifa | oft full of singer s,
Don't count choirs out, saidleen Guenthgmprofessort hei r main function, o he
of church music at Wesley Theological Seminarysimp voices leading the people of God into the pres-
Washington and former president of the Ameriam ce of God. O



http://www.mapleschurch.org/
http://www.mapleschurch.org/
http://www.wesleyseminary.edu/en-us/faculty/facultydirectory/eileenguenther.aspx
http://trbc.org/im-new/our-leadership/

